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SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Monday, August 15th, the Church celebrates the Feast Day of The Assumption of
Our Lady when according to our faith, the Holy Mother, “having completed her
course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.”
Although defined as an article of faith by Pope Pius XII just over half a century
ago, the Assumption of Our Lady into heaven has been accepted from back to the
earliest of Christian times.

The Assumption signals the end of Mary’s earthly life and marks her return to
heaven to be reunited with Jesus. While the bodies of both Jesus and Mary are
now in heaven, there is a difference between the Assumption and the Resurrection. Where Jesus arose from the tomb and ascended into heaven by his own
power, Mary’s body was taken up to heaven by the power of her Son.
For this reason we use different words to describe each event. One is the Ascension of Christ and the other, the Assumption of Mary.

INTERNATIONAL FOOD FESTIVAL
Connie Wright
Last year’s inaugural International Food Festival was an undeniable success. The
intoxicating smells and sights of a diverse array of ethnic foods filled the air,
tempting foodies to sample and delight in the assortment of edibles. The event
was a unique way to attract our parishioners back to a fun social event after the
long season of COVID.
Many who attended raved about the day and were ready to buy tickets to this
year’s event, even though we hadn’t even decided whether to repeat it. Well, the
decision has been made, and the plan is that we WILL host the second annual
International Food Festival on Saturday, October 8! Mark your calendars and
watch for more information.
We will be needing some adventurous cooks who are willing to try their hand at
preparing ethnic foods that could be outside of their heritage. Think about it,
think outside the box, and stay tuned.

OUR LADY OF THE PINES
2022 SCHOLARSHIP WINNER
J. Sims
The 2022 OLOP Scholarship Committee
presented this year’s $1000 scholarship to
Mackenzie Waverly!
Mackenzie,
the
daughter of Matt and Ellen Waverly of Pine
Grove, graduated this year from Amador High
School. She has been very actively participating in the parish since 2016 when she began
altar serving at Our Lady of the Pines. She is
an excellent example of what it means to fully
participate in parish life by volunteering at
both OLOP and St. Katharine Drexel in a
variety of ways. From lectoring at Sunday
Masses, participating in youth group, and
helping out at church dinners, to preparation
and running of livestreamed productions of
Sunday Masses during the recent pandemic,
she has freely given her time to the parish.
Mackenzie has been active in school sports as
a member of the cross country, swimming
and soccer teams and has taken 7 Advanced
Placement classes during her high school
years! Some of her community activities
include competing in Forestry Challenge,
teaching swimming lessons, and attending
REGAL, a Rotary leadership camp. Mackenzie
has also found time to hold a parttime job at
Teresa’s Place in Jackson!
We wish her the very best as she begins her
college career at Northern Arizona University
in Flagstaff, Arizona in the fall, where she
plans to pursue a forestry-related major.
Congratulations and good luck to you
Mackenzie!
See page 4 to read Mackenzie’s winning essay.
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noticeably declined. But our devoted
Society president, Kevin Darr, really
beat the bushes to bring out the old AND
some new volunteers. In the end, we saw
a total of 56 volunteers who worked a
cumulative total of over 1700 hours in
May and June.

Kevin Darr, President

Fellow Society members,
We have completed the
first rummage sale after
the COVID hiatus.
I want to thank everyone
who either donated and/
or took part in the set up
KEVIN DARR and sale. I want to also
President
thank
those
who
patronized the sale helping to make it a
great success. We were able to gross just
over $10,000. This year was an exceptional challenge with all the changes
occurring in our mission church. As
Winston Churchill once stated, “Never
was so much owed by so many to so
few.” We lost several of our staunchest,
most valuable help but as new folks as
well as those returning stepped up, the
result was one to make me proud to be
part of this Society. Connie Wright
deserves a big part of the credit. Because
of her past knowledge and experience,
she was able to help guide us through.
Connie, Thank you!! She has sent out
individual “thank you’s” to all who
participated in receiving, setting up the
various stations and supporting us on
our sale days. As we had a considerable
number of leftovers, we are working on
finding thrift stores to take the remainder which is probably 90% gone as this
is being written.

We have completed our 2022-2023 fiscal
calendar which has been emailed to all
whose addresses I have. The calendar
will be posted on the bulletin board in
front of the church with the minutes and
a copy of the Pine Times. We have also
held the elections for next fiscal year’s
officers. All who served last year are
returning: Kevin Darr, President. Ron
Burns, First Vice President, Barbara
Garcia, Second Vice President, Terri
Darr, Secretary, and Gary Sims, Treasurer.
Have a great summer and may God bless
you,

Kevin

CELEBRATING OUR STORY
Joan Nikolai
Graduations, proms, Mother's Day,
Academic and Athletic Award's Night,
Father's Day, Grade Level Promotions,
Memorial Day. Each of these occasions
celebrated with symbol and ritual mark
another chapter in an individual's, a
family's or a community's life story. It is
the ritual and the symbols we share that
help to preserve the story and connect it
to the wider community. We come to
know who we are in relation to one
another . As we celebrate these events, it
becomes our story.
As Catholic Christians we have a story to
preserve, to tell, to pass on to future
generations. Our story began 2000 years
ago when a small group of people had
their lives turned around by a carpenter's son.
In the person of Jesus, God was revealed
in a new way. This encounter with Jesus
changed them. Jesus, the Lord, and how
he lived his life was the story they
wanted to tell. They told the story by the
way they lived their lives. They joined
together as a community and tried to live
out Jesus' command “Love one another
as I have loved you.”
They broke bread and shared it as a
symbol of God's love and care for them
and their love and care for each other.
They prayed for each other, laid hands
on each other, healed and forgave just as
they had seen Jesus do. Through their
ritual actions they revealed the ongoing
living presence of Jesus in the world.
Coming next issue: Do we receive or
celebrate the sacraments?

RUMMAGE SALE 2022
Connie Wright

Ted Novelli

They came. They bought. They supported the efforts of the OLOP Society.

OLOP Maintenance is always in need of
volunteers. Summer is here. Please be
aware of your surroundings in parking
lot area and walkways. We have many
areas of maintenance work both in
church and hall. Any questions please
call me at 209-295-1302.

After months of careful planning, serious
thought, and hard work, The Upcountry’s
Biggest Annual Rummage Sale came to
successful fruition. While the event
always requires dedication and teamwork, this year was particularly challenging because our volunteer base had

MAINTENANCE

The number of donated items was down
a bit, but that worked in our favor since
our initial group of workers was about
half of normal; they were able to keep
pace with all the sorting, cleaning,
inspecting, testing, displaying, and
pricing tasks. The last week of setup saw
a sudden influx of donations, but the
number of volunteers increased as well,
alleviating the burden of all those lastminute jobs. But that’s not to say it was a
cakewalk! Everyone gave 100% and
more, and their efforts paid off. The hall,
the front yard, and the back yard were
beautiful.
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WAITING FOR THE 9:00 OPENING BELL

The customers came—Day 1 had the
usual crowd waiting for the 9:00
‘opening bell.’ Some were clearly there
to buy for resale, but there were many
repeat customers from past years who
came to buy for themselves and take
advantage of the BEST deals in town.
And all seemed to have fun, browsing,
shopping, visiting, and eating (thanks to
the snack bar). With a nod to the SKD
Tag Sale, two new ideas prompted us to
(1) sell clothes at $4 a bag—how can
anyone refuse that?—and (2) use a
smart method of managing the sale of
furniture that helped us match up the
buyers with the right furniture. Bicycles
were popular this year, and all sold. The
Holiday Department worked a great deal
with one of the local schools, making
sure OLOP’s old decorations from past
events found a new home. The financial
success of the rummage sale, just over
$10,000 in gross proceeds, has boosted
the Society’s dwindling treasury, making
it possible for us to continue our mission
of maintaining our church, supporting
charitable causes, and offering a
scholarship.
Infinite thanks to all who made our
success possible—volunteers, donors,
and shoppers!

A SPECIAL PRAYER

In Memorium

Donald Warzecka
1944 - 2022

Rest in the
Peace of Christ
REMEMBERING
DONALD WARZECKA
Parishioner Donald Warzecka kept
somewhat of a low profile at Our Lady of
the Pines. You might not have known
him well. He was the quiet type, always a
strong, behind-the-scenes supporter of
his wife, Marilyn Alarcon-Warzecka,
who
has
been
frequently involved
in the many volunteer opportunities at
OLOP and in the
community. In this
photo from last year,
Don worked alongside Marilyn at the
inaugural International
Food Festival, helping
to serve up the
Filipino fare prepared by Marilyn.
Don was born in Detroit, Michigan, but
his family relocated to Southern
California when he was young. He later
earned his degree in psychology from
San Francisco State University, where he
met Marilyn. In Gilroy, he taught at
Gateway Center working with severely
disabled students. After he and Marilyn
moved to Amador County, Don continued to work in special education in the
Tri-County area.
He loved the great outdoors and hiked,
camped, and backpacked the Sierra, the
John Muir Trail, Canada, Alaska, and
New England. He was an avid reader,
enjoying books on self-help, fantasy,
nature and the outdoors, mysteries,
historical books, novels, and religion.
One of the most important things to Don
was family. In addition to taking special
care of family members in need, he also
doted over the younger set, the nieces
and nephews who loved to visit ‘Tito
Don and Tita Marilyn.’ He taught them
how to burp, how to play poker, and
played board games with them. Good ole
Tito Don!
Don’s funeral Mass will be on Saturday,
July 9, 2022, 11 AM, at Our Lady of the
Pines, followed by a reception in Haran
Hall.

Jacqueline Henss
I have had this prayer in my possession
for many years, and because of the
recent celebration of Father’s Day, I am
choosing to share it with our families’
fathers. As it is titled A Man’s Prayer, it
is not only for fathers, but can include
our teen-age sons, brothers, etc.
I have not forgotten the “to be continued” following the previous edition’s
Come To Me column. Look for it in the
September/October Pine Times.

A Man’s Prayer
Dear Father,
Help me to be a good sport in this
game of life.
I don’t ask for an easy place in the lineup.
Put me anywhere You need me.
I only ask that I can give you 100% of
everything I have.
If all the hard drives seem to come my
way, I thank You for the compliment.
Help me to remember that You never
send a player more trouble than he
can handle.
And, help me, Lord, to accept the bad
breaks as part of the game.
May I always play on the square, no
matter what others do.
Help me study the BOOK OF LIFE so I’ll
know the rules.
Finally, Father, if the natural turn of
events goes against me, and I’m
benched for sickness or old age, help
me to accept that as part of the game,
too.
Keep me from whimpering that I was
framed, or that I got a raw deal.
And when I finish the final inning, I ask
for no laurels.
All I want is to believe in my heart that
I played as well I could, and that I
didn’t let You down.
Amen

SUNSHINE MINISTRY
Contact: Joann Drake
209-295-4243
The Sunshine Ministry has been busy the
last several months. Our conscientious
Sunshine Lady, Joann Drake, is pleased
to bring a little cheer and comfort to our
parishioners and their families with get
well cards, thinking-of-you cards,
landmark birthday greetings, notes of
congratulations, condolences and Mass
intentions. If you know of someone in
the parish in need of such greetings, be
sure to call Joann (phone number
above). Thanks, Joann, for your dedication to this ministry!

CHURCH
CLEANING
MINISTRY
Cindy Harvey
We are in need of
several new volunteers for our ministry.
It is not hard work. The church is cleaned
every other week, but a team’s turn
comes around only once every two or
three months. The teams have three to
five members each. For questions, or to
volunteer, call Cindy at 916-869-4232.

PHOTOGRAPHER WANTED
Former OLOP/SKD parishioner Cailey
Strazzo-Dante has relocated to Arcata.
Best wishes, Cailey and family! However,
that means the Pine Times is in need of
another photographer for its various
events. Interested? Call Ray Waugh at
209-295-1217.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEWS
Kevin Darr
Saturday, September 24,
is the annual Walk for the
Poor to be held at SKD.
Information
will
be
coming out soon. Thursday, September 22, is also the Feast of St.
Vincent de Paul. That noon Mass is also
dedicated to our deceased members. We
are always in need of new membership.
Please contact Kevin Darr at 296-2221.
“If today you hear his voice . . .”
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OLOP’S 2022 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
THE WINNING ESSAY
Written by Mackenzie Waverly

(See page 1 for accompanying article)
As part of the application process for the 2022 Scholarship, Mackenzie responded to the following essay topic:
Jesus taught several things about prayer and how to pray. Read Luke 11:1
-13 and Mark 11:20-25, then write a short summary (3-4 sentences) for
each passage. Based on your summaries, answer the following: In what
ways do the passages offer encouragement for your prayer life? Explain
in your own words Jesus’ teachings about forgiveness and prayer.
Mackenzie’s response appears below.
Luke 11:1-13 explicitly teaches the Apostles the Our Father for the first
time, the foundation of prayer. Additionally, the parables teach us that
prayer is us asking God, even if it is a poor time, or if we are far from
perfect, we should always ask. Since He is a good and loving God, what
we ask for, we shall receive.
Mark 11:20-25 reminds us of the power of the Lord, as seen in the
withered fig tree, withered by its curse from God. Jesus reminds us to
forgive as the Lord does to us, through prayer. As long as we pray truly
believing in the one true Lord, our prayers will be answered.
These passages offer great encouragement in my prayer life. So often
it feels hard to pray because you don't feel worthy enough, or like what
you're praying about matters enough to pray for. Especially in the passage from Luke, it reminds me that I don't need to be in the perfect place,
or have everything figured out, I need only to start and ask, and the Lord
will listen.
Likewise, the teachings on forgiveness and prayer offer great comfort
in my life. Jesus teaches that no matter what you've done, if you repent
with sincerity in your heart, He will forgive you. Often times it is easy to
feel alienated when you sin, because you fear that God won't forgive you,
or you aren't worthy of forgiveness. But the loving joy of our God is, that
no matter what you've done, He will always welcome you home with open
arms. A similar stance is taught with prayer. For me, the hardest part of
prayer is starting, because I don't know where to begin, and too often that
deters me from praying. But the Lord reminds us that prayer doesn't need
to be perfectly planned, it only needs to happen: a time between you and
the Lord when you set aside the bustle of your day to focus on the Savior.

OLOP SOCIETY DIRECTORS RENEW
THEIR TERMS OF OFFICE
As mentioned in OLOP President Kevin Darr’s column (page 2), all members of
the current Society Board have graciously agreed to stay on another year and
were officially voted back into office at the June Society meeting. All have served
for multiple years, and we are grateful for their selfless service and fine work!

RON BURNS
1st V. P.

BARBARA GARCIA
2nd V. P.

Our local chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul
Society continues to fulfill its mission of
helping the poor. Your Beggar’s Sunday
donations are most appreciated! If you
haven’t already, consider donating via the
parish’s Electronic Giving or Text2Give
programs. Visit our website for more information.

OLOP SOCIETY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President:
1st Vice President:
2nd Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Kevin Darr
Ron Burns
Barbara Garcia
Terri Darr
Gary Sims

OLOP MEETINGS
Our Lady Of the Pines Society meets on the
first Wednesday of every month, following the
11:30 AM Mass. All parishioners of OLOP are
members of the Society. There are no dues.
Join us as we continue to plan fun events at
Our Lady of the Pines and see to the upkeep of
our mission church. All are welcome!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
If you need an announcement placed in the
parish bulletin or a name placed on the parish
prayer list, please contact the Bulletin Editor
at the Parish Center, at 209-223-2970 or
bulletin@amadorcatholic.com. Deadline is
Tuesday for the following weekend’s bulletin.

PINE TIMES STAFF
Ray Waugh, Publisher
ray_waugh@juno.com or 209-295-1217
Connie Wright, Production Editor
cnwright@att.net or 209-223-9525
Submit comments, compliments, questions, or
articles to Ray Waugh, Publisher. Material
submitted via email is very much appreciated.

OUR LADY OF THE PINES SOCIETY
2022 - 23 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

KEVIN DARR
President

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

TERRI DARR
Secretary
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GARY SIMS
Treasurer

PARISH WEBSITE
amadorcatholic.com
webmaster@amadorcatholic.com

