
 

 

OUR LADY OF THE PINES 

ST. KATHARINE DREXEL PARISH 

MAY / JUNE 2022 

VOLUME 27, ISSUE 2 

WHAT IS PENTECOST SUNDAY? 

 Pentecost Sunday occurs on June 5 this year. 

 Happy birthday to the Catholic Church! Happy birthday to you, who are 
the body of the Church! 

 We're all familiar with our own birthdays, and we celebrate them because 
they mark the day of the year in which we entered into this life. But did you 
know you have a second birthday? 

 Because you are part of the body of the Church, Pentecost is the Church's 
birthday, and yours as well. And like any birthday, it's a cause for celebration. 

 The word Pentecost is Greek and it means "50th day." Fifty days after 
Easter Sunday, we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles 
and their followers, and the beginning of their Earthly ministry to make disci-
ples of all nations. 

 Pentecost is also a Jewish holiday, which the Jews use to celebrate the end 
of Passover. Jews celebrate the gift of the law to Moses at Mt. Sinai on this 
day. But we, as Catholics celebrate the birth of our Church. 

 At Pentecost, the Apostles and their followers were gathered in a room. 
Jews from all over the world were gathered with Peter, the leader of the 
Apostles and the Eleven. At this time, a great wind blew and a flame appeared 
as a tongue of fire, which split itself into many individual flames above the 
heads of all those present. The Holy Spirit came upon these people and each 
began to speak in tongues. Despite the fact many had no common language, 
they were perfectly able to understand one another. 

 Others who were not so blessed accused those speaking in tongues of be-
ing drunk, but Peter arose and addressed the crowd, explaining that it was 
only 9 o'clock, and that this phenomenon was not intoxication, but rather this 
was the work of the Holy Spirit, prophesied in the scripture. 

 Peter then called all those present to be baptized and about three thou-
sand people were baptized that day. 

These people were among the first Catholics, and Peter is the first pope of the 
Catholic Church. 

 The symbols of Pentecost are the flame, wind, and the dove, which repre-
sents the Holy Spirit. The color of Pentecost is red and the priest wears red 
vestments on this day. Parishioners are also invited to wear red on this day. 
Red decorations as well as celebrations are appropriate, similar to any other 
birthday. Special prayers are often said just for Pentecost. 

WHAT HAVE I FORGOTTEN? 
Joan Nikolai 

After two pretty much stay-at-home-
summers, people are beginning to think 
about travel again. Still wary of crowds, 
car trips may be the choice of many 
families. Choosing a destination for the 
journey, mapping the route, making 
reservations, having the car serviced, 
picking out the appropriate clothes for 
each  person and finally packing the 
suitcases. After all the careful prepara-
tion you are ready to be on your way. You 
settle in for a restful night’s sleep, when 
suddenly a little voice in your mind 
whispers, “What have I forgotten?” 

If you truly put time and thought into 
your preparations, you will calmly 
conclude that you have everything you 
need. If your planning was last minute 
and unorganized, you may feel anxious 
and find yourself wishing you had been 
more focused. 

As followers of Jesus we are on a lifelong 
journey of faith. We know the destina-
tion. Jesus said “In my Father's house 
there are many dwelling places . . . I am 
indeed going to prepare a place for you.” 
Mapping out the route began with our 
baptism and we do our best to keep our 
map current as we move through life. 
There are many opportunities available 
to help us grow and enrich our faith. The 
sacraments, scripture, small prayer and 
study groups, parish events, retreats, 
online daily reflections all are available. 
You may choose to set aside 15 minutes 
each day to simply sit and have a conver-
sation with Jesus. Faith is a gift, but the 
richness of that gift is for each person to 
discover. 

When the quiet voice of the Holy Spirit 
whispers in your mind “What have you 
forgotten?” what will your answer be?  
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OUR LADY OF THE PINES 
SOCIETY 

Kevin Darr, President 

Fellow Society members, 

He Is Risen!!!! 

Terri and I wish to 
extend a Happy and 
Prayerful Easter to all. 
The Society has 
several events sched-
uled as well as one 
canceled since our last 

edition. After discussion, the decision 
was made to cancel the St. Patrick’s 
Dinner as we have had negative 
issues in the past with the weather. 
Instead, we plan on having a “shrimp 
feed” set for Saturday, July 16. More 
information to follow. Our Mother’s 
Day Brunch was this past Saturday, 
April 30. 

Of course, the main event, so to 
speak, is the return of our great 
Rummage Sale slated for June 2-4, 
2022. Again, we are in the process of 
filling tasks as needed. I want to 
thank all who have helped in the past 
and especially to those who have 
already indicated their intention to 
“give a hand.” 

We have also purchased a STAS 
system for hanging material on the 
walls when needed without damag-
ing the new paint job or leaving 
unsightly marks or nails. It is now in 
place and ready for use during the 
Rummage Sale. 

You have probably noticed the new 
windows in the church. So much 
more open and lighted. The goal is to 
have each of them “donated” by a 
family or group. The suggested 
amount is $750. The Society has 
purchased the window by “Stations 
of the Cross, Station 1”, near the 
choir loft to honor former Society 
members. There are also ongoing 
repairs to the front of the church 
above and around those windows, as 
dry rot was found. 

Our maintenance ministry continues 
to improve the grounds as well as 
outdoor building repair as needed. 
Ted is always looking for some help 
in this regard. 

Blessings, 

Kevin 

YMI NEWS 

In February, YMI 
Council #137 members 
voted to disband. Our 
decision was based on 

lack of membership. Some members 
are staying with YMI in another 
council. Feel free to contact me with 
any questions at 209-295-1302. 
Thank you. 

Ted Novelli, Past President 
YMI Council #137 

Our Blessed Mother crowned by Laurel Maese, 
granddaughter of Cindy Harvey 

KEVIN DARR 
President 

Ray Nidds was one of those parish-
ioners who kept to himself but 
always had a pleasant demeanor. If 
you got into conversation with him, 
he could be quite charming and 
funny. He lived in Pioneer on a part-
time basis, as he and his wife, fiction 
author Millie Nidds, also had a 
home in San Francisco. Although a 
New Yorker at heart, he became a 
member of YMI #137 for a short 
time and, in that New York accent, 
would regale the men with humor-
ous tales. As a retired elevator 
inspector, he liked to say that the job 
‘had its ups and downs.’ We’ll miss 
you, Ray. 

 

In Memorium 

Raymond Nidds 
1934 - 2022 

Rest in the 
Peace of Christ 

CHURCH CLEANING MINISTRY 
Cindy Harvey 

We are in need of several new volun-
teers for our ministry.  It is not hard 
work. It involves being part of a 
team of three to five that cleans  
OLOP, once every two or three 
months. For questions, or to volun-
teer, call Cindy at 916-869-4232. 

MAINTENANCE 
Ted Novelli 

OLOP Mainte-
nance is always in 
need of volun-
teers. Spring is 
here. Please be 
aware of your 
surroundings in 
parking lot area 
and walkways. We have many areas 
of maintenance work both in church 
and hall. Any questions please call 
me at 209-295-1302. 

HARAN HALL IMPROVEMENTS 

In addition to the recent facelifts you 
may have noticed in Haran Hall—
fresh paint in new colors in the hall 
as well as new paint and mirrors in 
the restrooms (thank you, Father 
Colin and Shirley Blancett)—the 
OLOP Society has invested in a 
permanent ‘rail system’ for hanging 
pictures in the hall. The system 
consists of near-invisible rails that 
run along the tops of the walls from 
which reusable cords and cables can 
be hung to display pictures and other 
artwork almost anywhere below the 
rails. This flexible system will allow 
us to easily display pictures, paint-
ings, etc. that are donated to the 
rummage sale without having to use 
individual hooks, screws or nails. 
The rails will also be useful for 
hanging signs for the rummage sale 
as well as other church events. Once 
an event is over, the cords and cables 
are quickly removed, leaving the 
walls clean, undamaged, and unclut-
tered. Many thanks to the gentlemen 
who helped with the installation: 
Kevin Darr, Robert Mena and son 
Robert, and John Pettinichio. Also, 
thanks to Connie Wright for re-
searching the system and arranging 
for its purchase. 

MAY CROWNING 
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEWS 
Kevin Darr 

The last few months have been a 
busy time for our St. Katharine 
Drexel conference. We continue to 

prepare and serve the 
weekly community 
supper / St. Pat’s Pantry 
on the 3rd Thursday of 
each month at St. 

Patrick’s Hall. Anyone is welcome to 
attend. If you feel God tugging on 
your sleeve to help those in need in 
our community by either donating or 
joining this spiritually fulfilling 
group, please contact Kevin Darr at 
296-2221. 

“Whatsoever you do for the least of 
my people . . .” 

During His dreadful agony at Geth-
semane, Jesus begs His Father for 

mercy. Consumed by suffering for 
our sins, and blood exuding from the 
pores of His Body, He pleads for His 

Father to take away the tortuous 
suffering and cross that lay ahead for 
Him as the sacrificial lamb. But then, 

He says, But Father, do not listen to 
my voice. Let Your Will be done, not 
mine. 

Our Lord, in acquainting us with His 
horrific suffering, leaves us with the 

moral truth that we are not to 
decline to accept the crosses offered 
to us. Does He not say, Whoever 

wishes to come after Me must deny 
himself, take up his cross, daily, and 
follow Me? And again, Whoever does 

not take up his cross and follow after 
Me is not worthy of Me. St. Paul 
writes: Do not model yourselves on 

the behavior of the world around 
you  . . . ; as children of God, we are 
called to suffer with Him, as this is the 

only way to discover the will of God. 

When God sees that we are increas-
ingly guided by self-will rather than 

by His will, as taught by Jesus, He 
sends our Mother, Mary, to earth 
who tells us to joyfully live the 

messages of the Gospel, so that your 
lives are a joyful living of God’s will at 
every moment of life. Through me God 

is calling you to complete surrender. 

When you are sick, when you suffer 

from something, don’t say, ‘Oh, why 
has this happened to me and not to 
somebody else.’  No, say instead: ‘Lord 

I thank you for the gift you are giving 
me.’ When you are sick, many of you 
pray and repeat, ‘Heal me, heal me.’ 

Pray this way: ‘Lord, Thy will be done 
in me.’ Then only can God communi-
cate His graces to you, according to 

your real needs that He knows better 
than you. It can be healing, new 
strength, new joy, new peace – only 

open your hearts. 

To be continued in the next issue 

COME TO ME 
Jacqueline Henss 

 

In Memorium 

Larry Fitzpatrick 
1924 - 2022 

Rest in the 
Peace of Christ 

Long-time parishioner Larry Fitz-

patrick left his earthly life last 

month and went home to the Lord. 

He passed peacefully in the company 

of his loving wife Joanne and family. 

He led a long and full life, dying at 

the age of 98. 

Larry was originally from Elizabeth, 

New Jersey. At the adventurous age 

of 19, he flipped a coin to decide if he 

would move to Florida or California. 

California won, and he ended up in 

San Francisco where he worked for 

IBM as a customer engineer. A year 

later, he joined the Merchant Ma-

rines, serving for two years. After his 

stint, he resumed his job with IBM. 

He met his future wife Joanne when 

she worked for Crown Zellerbach as 

a typist – with an old IBM typewriter 

than often needed repair. Enter 

Larry. Repairs led to courtship, and a 

year later in 1948 they were mar-

ried. They raised a family of three 

children in the Bay Area. In 1982 

came retirement. Pioneer beckoned, 

and Larry and Joanne moved to 

Amador Pines in 1984, soon becom-

ing stalwart parishioners at OLOP. 

Larry liked to say that, because he 

couldn’t sing in the choir, he volun-

teered to clean the church. He and 

Joanne win the award for longest-

running church cleaners, 34 years! 

Larry, you will always remain in our 

hearts. 

Larry’s funeral Mass will be on Saturday,    
May 14, 2022, 11 AM, at Our Lady of the Pines, 
followed by a reception at the Fitzpatrick 
home in Pioneer. 

STATIONS AND SOUP SUPPERS 
Connie Wright 

Stations of the Cross and Soup 
Suppers returned to some normalcy 
at Our Lady of the Pines this year. 
Four volunteers lent their dulcet 
voices to lead Stations over the six 
weeks: Jim Birmingham, Ray 
Waugh, Joanne Sims, and Ron 
Burns. We saw a regular turnout 
each week of about 25-30 attendees. 
A cadre of chefs provided delicious 
meatless soups after Stations each 
week: Paulette Magee, Marta 
McGrath, Art and Connie Wright, 
Laura Hankins, Marilyn Alarcon, 
Barbara Garcia, Cathy Pettinichio, 
Joanne Sims, Shirley Coombs, and 
Evelyn Burns. The OLOP Society 
voted to give any donations received 
for the soup suppers to Breaking 
Bread With Friends, the ecumenical 
ministry that provides free breakfast 
and bag lunches to the hungry every 
Saturday at St. Patrick Church Hall in 
Jackson. About $300 was received 
and sent to BBWF. Many thanks to all 
who participated in these annual 
Lenten traditions. 

Be sure to check out the 

special 2-sided insert about the 

2022 Rummage Sale! 
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OLOP MEETINGS 
Our Lady Of the Pines Society meets on the 
first Wednesday of every month, following the 
11:30 AM Mass. All parishioners of OLOP are 
members of the Society. There are no dues. 
Join us as we plan some fun events at Our Lady 
of the Pines and see to the upkeep of our 
mission church. All are welcome! 

OLOP SOCIETY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 President: Kevin Darr 
 1st Vice President: Ron Burns 
 2nd Vice President: Barbara Garcia 
 Secretary: Terri Darr 
 Treasurer: Gary Sims 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If you need an announcement placed in the 
parish bulletin or a name placed on the parish 
prayer list, please contact the Bulletin Editor 
at the Parish Center, at 209-223-2970 or 
bulletin@amadorcatholic.com. Deadline is 
Tuesday for the following weekend’s bulletin. 

PARISH WEBSITE 
amadorcatholic.com 

webmaster@amadorcatholic.com 

PINE TIMES STAFF 
Ray Waugh, Publisher 
ray_waugh@juno.com or 209-295-1217 
Connie Wright, Production Editor 
cnwright@att.net or 209-223-9525 
Cailey Strazzo-Dante, Photographer 

Submit comments, compliments, questions, or 
articles to Ray Waugh, Publisher. Material 
submitted via email is very much  appreciated. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

Our local chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society continues to fulfill its mission of 
helping the poor. Your Beggar’s Sunday 
donations are most appreciated! If you 
haven’t already, consider donating via the 
parish’s Electronic Giving or Text2Give 
programs. Visit our website for more infor-
mation. 

A Spirituality of the Paschal Mystery 
Deacon Jaime Garcia 

Editor’s Note: We are grateful to Deacon Jaime for sharing his spiritual 
insights with us! 

To talk about the timelessness of suffering, death, and 
transformation leads one to reflect on the centrality of 
Christ’s death and rising to a new life so as to send us a 
new Spirit. That is the core of our Christian spirituality. 
The key thing that Jesus did for us was to suffer and die. 
Do we really try to understand what that means and 
how we might appropriate it within our own lives? 

Take note of Jesus’ teachings and especially his death 
and resurrection narratives and what follows from them. See that there 
are five clear, distinct moments within the paschal cycle: Good Friday, 
Easter Sunday, the forty days leading us to the 
Ascension, the Ascension, and Pentecost. Each of 
these is part of a single process, an organic one, and 
each needs to be understood in relation to the 
others to make sense of the paschal mystery. Each is 
part of one process of transformation, of dying and 
letting go so as to receive new life and new spirit. Good Friday: loss of 
life, real death; Easter: the reception of new life; forty days: readjust-
ment to the new, grieving the old; Ascension: letting go of the old and 
letting it bless you, refusal to cling; Pentecost: reception of new spirit for 
the new life that is already living. 

This cycle, maybe a little abstract, isn’t something 
we undergo just once at our death when we lose 
our earthly lives. It is rather something we must 
undergo daily, in every aspect of our lives. The 
paschal mystery is the secret to life. Ultimately our 
happiness depends upon properly understanding 
it. Unless we die in infancy, we will have many 

deaths in our lives and within each of these we must receive new life and 
new spirit. 

Last summer I turned seventy-five years old. At this age I’m no longer a 
young person. Since 2017 I’ve survived prostate cancer, added a new left 
hip, and recently sport a new right knee. No positive attitude in the world 
can change that. My youth is dead. Despite my physical limitations of age I 
still count myself among the living. I’m happily alive as a 75 year old, not 
as a 20 year old. 

This is how that looks in a paschal sense. Good Friday has already hap-
pened. My youth has died. Resurrection too has happened. I’ve been 
blessed with a new life as a 75 year old, different and richer than the 
life of a 20 year old. Do I grieve about my lost youth and remain 
unhappy and miss the chance of Ascension and 
Pentecost in my life and grow more fearful and 
unhappy about aging? There are happy people 
at my age and there are very unhappy people. 
The difference is not who is the most youthful 
looking at 75 but Pentecost. 

Receive that Spirit at whatever age you may be, that Spirit which Scrip-
ture says is given to each of us in a most particular way for each particular 
circumstance in life. Let go and let God.  

There are five 

clear, distinct 

moments within the 

paschal cycle . . . 

The paschal mystery 

is the secret to life. 

Ultimately our 

happiness depends 

on properly under-

standing it. 



RUMMAGE SALE 2022 
Connie Wright 

 

It’s back! The Biggest Rummage Sale in the Upcountry! Mark your calendars for Thursday-
Friday-Saturday, June 2-3-4, in Haran Hall. 

Surely you have something to donate after the last two years of No-Rummage-Sale? This is 
our biggest fundraiser of the year, so our Society treasury has some catching up to do! If you 
have gently used items to donate or will be able to help work during the setup or sale, here 
is a summary of pertinent dates and information: 

Now thru Friday 5/6: Limited (“early bird”) receiving of donations in Haran Hall. Weekdays, 
Noon to 2 PM. 

Monday 5/9: One day to set up the hall with tables, clothes racks, and bookshelves. Several 
strong able-bodied folks needed. All other volunteers, come back on 5/10. 

Tuesday 5/10 thru Friday 5/27: Receive donations, sort, clean, display, and price. 9 AM 
to 2:30 PM. Even if you didn’t sign up to work, you are still most welcome to come any time 
during these hours to lend a hand. Although last day to donate is Friday, 5/27, cutoff date 
may be earlier, depending on available space! 

Monday 5/30: Memorial Day holiday. No receiving or setup. 

Tuesday 5/31 and Wednesday 6/1: Final setup/preparations for rummage sale. No more 
donations. 

 

ACCEPTABLE DONATIONS: We accept kitchen and household goods, furniture, clothing, shoes, 
handbags, outdoor items and yard equipment, plants, sporting goods, luggage, holiday 
decorations, books, videos, music, office supplies, jewelry, knickknacks, linens, toys, games. 
NOT ACCEPTABLE: TVs or computer monitors (flat screens ok), computers/printers/scanners, 
cell phones, large appliances, large desks, entertainment centers, mattresses, sofabeds, 
anything that ‘holds’ a baby, tires, car parts, chemicals, open cans of paint/stains/thinners, 
hazardous materials, fluorescent lights. More complete list and the Rummage Sale flyer 
available at https://bit.ly/3rRrXhi 
Questions? Call Kevin Darr at 530-748-7315. 
 

 

 
  

— THE RUMMAGE SALE — 

Thursday 6/2:  9 AM – 3 PM 

Friday 6/3:  9 AM – 3 PM 

Saturday 6/4:  9 AM – 2 PM 

https://bit.ly/3rRrXhi


OUR LADY OF THE PINES RUMMAGE SALE 
TOMATO PLANT PRE-SALE 

 
 

AVAILABLE NOW: Tomato plants are 2 feet+ tall already! Plant deep in the 

ground or in your raised beds. $6 per tomato plant, or 2 for $10. Supply limited – first 
come, first served. Sign up at OLOP or email Barbara Garcia at wittgar@volcano.net, or 
call 209-296-6750. All proceeds to be added to Rummage Sale income for OLOP. 

 

CHEROKEE PURPLE 

Famously rich flavor and texture. Perfect sweetness 
and acidity, quite juicy with a rich aroma. A contest 
winner! 

 

BLACK ORGANIC 

A Russian Heirloom is one of the sweetest tomatoes. It 
has an opalescent rose color with darkened shoulders, 
3-4” wide, thin skinned and quite soft. 

 

GOLD NUGGET – CHERRY 

Always among the first to ripen.  Has a rich, sweet 
flavor when mature. Plants are loaded with ¾” round 
golden fruit until frost time. They are so good – most of 
your harvest gets eaten before you get it in the house! 

 

ROMA – ITALIAN 

The Roma tomato is a plum shaped tomato used for 
both canning or sauce, slender and firm. 

 

BRANDYWINE 

Very rich flavor, large fruits, deep pink skin and red 
flesh. Large distinctive leaves. One of the best tasting 
tomatoes ever. 

 

GLACIER CHERRY BUSH TOMATO 

Glacier is one of the first ripe tomatoes in the summer 
and continues to produce until fall. Approximately 30” 
tall and tolerates cooler temperatures.  2 inches in size 
and very sweet. 

 

mailto:wittgar@volcano.net

