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A FOODIE’S FOOD FAIR 
Connie Wright 

If you’re a foodie, you would have enjoyed 
OLOP’s International Food Fair! It was our 
second annual food fair and proved to be 
even more successful than last year. We had 
17 food stations representing China, France, 
Germany (2), Ireland, Israel, Italy (2), Mexico, 
Philippines (2), Slovakia, Spain, Ukraine (2), 
and USA’s Hawaii and Louisiana. From dim 
sum to malabi, the menu was varied enough 
to please all palates. Other comestibles 
included French onion soup, bratwurst, 
polenta with meat sauce, Tuscan stew, tacos 
sudados, lumpia, chicken adobo, halupki, 
espinacas con garbanzos, Ukrainian meat-
balls and potato salad, kalua pork, gumbo, 
apple cake, and lebkuchen. If the sound of 
these exotic dishes piques your interest, join 
us next year and ‘see the world’ through the 
eyes of our chefs! 

This year’s bar included not only foreign beer 
and wine but also some special international 
beverages. Even the usual lemonade and iced 
tea were elevated to limonana and sweet tea. 
The raffle boasted twelve crowd-pleasing 
prizes and two generous and unique silent 
auction items. Repeating a twist from last 
year, when attendees got their ‘passport’ 
stamped at eight food stations, they could 
earn five free raffle tickets, increasing their 
chances of winning. With sales of over 140 
admission tickets, all the tables inside and 
outside the hall were continuously occupied 
during the event’s three hours. 

SEE FOOD, PAGE 2 

HAPPY 40TH ANNIVERSARY, 
OUR LADY OF THE PINES 

Connie Wright 

On Wednesday, October 26, over 60 
parishioners from past and present 
gathered for the 40th anniversary of the 
dedication of Our Lady of the Pines. Fr. 
Colin Wen celebrated the special 

Dedication Anniversary Mass, with Deacon Jaime Garcia assisting and proclaim-
ing the gospel. In his homily, Father honored this holy space, this house of God in 
which we gather each week, giving thanks to Him for the building of this church 
and even more so for building a church in many of us. Just as God dwells in the 
beauty of these hills, He also dwells in the hearts of so many. It was a treat to 
have Anne Pearce and our choir again lead us in song and prayer, and you could 
feel the love and see the tears of joy in the singing of the congregation. 

After the Mass, we gathered in Haran Hall for a reception and ice cream social, 
with many parishioners sharing stories and memories from OLOP’s 40 years of 
history. By accident or by divine intervention, a power outage occurred part way 
through the story-telling, causing the microphone and the lights to fail. But this 
worked to our advantage! Without the microphone, there was no ‘mic fright’ and 
more people were apt to say a few words. In the dimmed lighting and cozy 
proximity of the tables, the atmosphere became a little more intimate, like a large 
family gathering. How appropriate for this beautiful church family! Parishioners 
old and new shared memories and thoughts, such as recalling Fr. Ignatius Haran 
and the proposal to build here in Buckhorn, how parishioners immediately felt ‘at 
home’ when they first attended Mass here, how welcome they felt then and now, 
and how seeing the marriage of their offspring in this church was a personal 
highlight. Some even searched out the location of ‘the local Catholic church’ 
before deciding where to build their upcountry home. Parishioners who have 
moved away or gone home to the Lord were remembered with affection. The 
efforts of the OLOP Society that has maintained this church and kept it a vibrant 
community were acknowledged. All agreed that Our Lady of the Pines has been 
an extraordinary force in their spiritual lives. 

Ron Burns emceed the 
event, giving a bit of 
history of OLOP and 
the OLOP Society, and 
Jack Magee sang a 
song written many 
years ago by parishion-
er Wyman Dickerson 
when Our Lady of the Pines was built and dedicated in 1982. Jack and Deacon 
Jaime also read heartfelt poems penned by parishioner Joe Bailey. Shirley 
Blancett and her team of helpers—Paulette Magee, Bonnie Weinert, and 
Marilyn Alarcon—gave us a reception that was beautiful, meaningful, and fun. 
Also contributing to the day’s success were Joann Drake, Joan Nikolai, and Viki 
Routt. Prayers of gratitude to one and all! And many thanks to all who attended 
the Mass and reception, helping to make this memorable occasion a joyful one. 
Happy Anniversary, Our Lady of the Pines – may these walls and the presence of 
God continue to welcome all who enter for many more years. 
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEWS 
Kevin Darr 

This year’s Walk for the Poor was a great 
success both with the amount of 
donations we received and especially 
the number of participants. We had over 
50 individuals walking with us including 
“Teen Team SKD” who comprised 
several of the faith formation high-
schoolers. We also had a group from St. 
Lawrence Church in Sacramento that 
joined us. Thanks to all who either 
sponsored, donated and/or participated 
this year. 

We are always in need of new member-
ship. Please contact Kevin Darr at 209-
296-2221. 

STEWARDSHIP PRAYER 

My parish is composed of people like me. 
I help make it what it is. 

It will be friendly – if I am. 
It will be holy – if I am. 
Its pews will be filled – if I help fill them. 
It will do great work – if I work. 
It will be prayerful – if I pray. 
It will make generous gifts to many 
causes – if I am a generous giver. 
It will bring others to worship – if I invite 
and bring them. 

It will be a parish of loyalty and love, 
of fearlessness and faith, 
of compassion, charity, and mercy, 
if I, who make it what it is, 
am filled with these same things. 

Therefore, with the help of God, 
I now dedicate myself to the task 
of being all the things 
that I want my parish to be.  Amen. 

MAINTENANCE 
Ted Novelli 

I would like to thank all the people who 
have helped OLOP remain beautiful. 
Your hard work is appreciated more 
than you know. Be aware of your 
surroundings in the parking lot area. 
Please be safe. Volunteers are always 
needed. Any questions please call me at 
209-295-1302. 
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OUR LADY OF THE PINES 
SOCIETY 

Kevin Darr, President 

Fellow Society members, 

Since the last installment 

of the Pine Times, there 

has been an upgrade to 

the electrical outlets in 

Haran Hall which 

effectively tripled the 

availability of the 

circuitry allowing us to 

have this year’s International Food Fair 

without any serious power interrup-

tions. This will also add to the safe and 

efficient use of the hall for any future 

events. The $2500 cost was paid for out 

of part of the proceeds of the Food Fair. 

I would like to thank everyone who 

participated in any way to the Interna-

tional Food Fair by either helping to set 

up, clean up, cook, serve as well as 

greeting our guests, tending bar, and 

helping with the raffle. I would especially 

like to thank those of you who came and, 

I’m sure, enjoyed tasting the many great 

choices of international cuisine as well 

as participating in our raffle. A great 

effort was put forth by the co-chairs 

Connie Wright and Laura Hankins as 

well as the entire committee. I congratu-

late you all on an event well done. A 

thank you also for those who provided 

raffle gifts by which we made almost 

$1000. 

Our Society also donated $300 as well as 

desks, bookshelves and storage cabinets 

from our excess hall and rummage sale 

material to the new SKD Learning 

Academy. 

Please pray for much-needed rain and a 

real winter. 

Kevin 

KEVIN DARR 
President 

Many thanks are in order to all the chefs, 
the sous chefs and assistants, the 
bartenders and greeters, the raffle and 
auction donors, the Food Fair Commit-
tee, the OLOP Board, the decorators, the 
admission and raffle ticket sellers, the 
clean-up crews, and of course all the 
people who attended and left Haran Hall 
well fed and happy. All of your efforts 
generated gross proceeds of $4,000 – 
wunderbar! 

Same time next year? 

2022 Food Fair Co-Chairs 

Editor’s Note: Photos from the Food Fair can 
be found online at https://
tinyurl.com/2p94997e 

THOUGHTS FROM 
VIKI ROUTT 

 
Editor’s note:  Viki Routt was one of 
the driving forces behind the 40th 
Anniversary celebration. Here she 
encapsulates nicely the feelings that 
ran high that day. 

Having ‘lived’ the history of Our Lady 
of the Pines since its beginning, 
there’s no way I could begin to name 
names of all those who have given 
time, talent, and treasure to this 
church. 

I would like to say, though, that as we 
all know, it is not brick and mortar, 
or siding and shingles, that make a 
church – we can worship in glass 
cathedrals, and we can worship in 
foxholes. It is the living, breathing, 
loving spirit of Christ that lives in the 
members of this sacred space. It is in 
the voices of those who proclaim 
God’s Word from the altar; it is in the 
sacred music that reminds us that no 
matter what we sound like to 
ourselves, singing is truly praying 
twice; it is in the dust cloths on 
church pews, mops on kitchen floors, 
snow shovels on driveways, and 
hedge trimmers on bushes. It is all 
this and more that make a true 
community and has always been a 
hallmark of Our Lady of the Pines. 

My own personal thanks: Steve and I 
raised three children in this church, 
and it is my daily prayer that the 
graces they have received here will 
always be a part of their lives. Thank 
you, Our Lady of the Pines and faith 
community. 
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ing with mercy. Oh, how indifferent are 

souls to the goodness, to so many proofs 

of love. They have time for everything, 

but they have no time to come to Me for 

graces. The loss of each soul plunges Me 

into mortal sadness.” 

“The prayer most pleasing to Me is for 
the conversion of sinners . . . this prayer 
is always heard and answered.” 

COME TO ME 
Jacqueline Henss 

As the October 5th feast of St. Faustina 

Kowalska occurred on a Wednesday this 

year, our Holy Mass honored her 

sanctity, as well as her mission from 

Jesus to “write down everything that I 

make known to you about My mercy, for 

the benefit of those who by reading these 

things will be comforted in their souls 

and will have the courage to approach 

Me.” I share, here, a few of Jesus’ words 

channeled through St. Faustina that 

encourage and challenge us to Trust in 

Jesus with our entire being, indispensa-

ble in living out a life of faith, hope and 

love. 

“The graces of My mercy are drawn by 

means of one vessel only, and that is – 

trust. The more a soul trusts, the more it 

will receive. If souls would put them-

selves completely in my care, I myself 

would undertake the task of sanctifying 

them, and I would lavish even greater 

graces on them. Whoever places his trust 

in My mercy will be filled with My Divine 

Peace at the hour of death.” 

“From all my wounds, like from 

streams, mercy flows for souls, but the 

wound in my heart is the fountain of 

unfathomable mercy. From this fountain 

springs all graces for souls. The flames of 

compassion burn Me. I desire to pour 

them out upon human souls. Oh, what 

pain they cause Me when they do not 

want to accept them!” 

“If only they could realize that I am the 

best of Fathers to them and that it is for 

them that the Blood and Water flowed 

from My Heart as from a fount overflow-

ADVENT: 
FRANTIC PREPARATION OR 
THOUGHTFUL EXERIENCE 

Joan Nikolai 

It is a dilemma. On one side merchants 

suggest that preparing for Christmas 

involves buying, decorating and party-

ing. On the other side our Liturgical 

Season of Advent encourages us to 

prepare for the feast by focusing on the 

three comings of Christ: in history, His 

birth; in mystery, His presence in our 

lives today; in glory, His coming at the 

end time. Are the secular and liturgical 

aspects of the pre-Christmas season 

mutually exclusive?  

What are the alternatives to the “until 

you drop” attitude? We could withdraw 

and immerse ourselves into the “holy 

church world” of Advent. This attitude 

could easily turn Advent into a time of 

preparation to celebrate “God with me.” 

Christmas, however, recalls the birth of 

Emmanuel “God with us.” We do not live 

our life within the four walls of the 

church building. We live in the world 

where each day we encounter 

“Christmas craziness.” Advent does not 

call us to escape from the world in order 

to make it a holy time, rather it invites us 

to be awake and alert to the presence of 

Christ in ourself and in the people we 

encounter each day.  

The challenge is to approach each day 

with a holy attitude asking ourselves, 

“How will what I do today proclaim the 

good news of Emmanuel God with us?” 

“In what person or life experience might 

I meet Christ today?” In one way we 

show the goodness of God and in another 

way we look for the goodness of God. 

This thoughtful and deliberate approach 

has the potential to create a sense of 

calm within us, a counterpoint to the 

“Christmas craziness,” a centering point 

to help us make Advent a holy time. 

WE NEED YOU 
Although we just celebrated OLOP’s 40th 
anniversary, the reality is that the parish-
ioners who most often take responsibil-
ity for the needs of our church are the 
same people wearing multiple hats. As 
time has passed, our ranks are thinning 
and some of our people are approaching 
burnout. We are seeking help in the 
following ministries – please consider 
stepping up if something in this list calls 
to you. And if nothing calls to you, 
consider stepping outside your comfort 
zone! With God, you can do anything! 
Contact Connie Wright, 209-223-9525, 
cnwright@att.net, or Kevin Darr 209-296-
2221, kevindarr59@yahoo.com. 

SACRISTAN. Prepare the church for the 
Wednesday Mass and other holy days. 
Rotation of sacristans is about once a 
month. 

MAINTENANCE. Upkeep of OLOP’s 
buildings and grounds. 

CHURCH CLEANERS. Clean the Lord’s 
house by vacuuming, dusting, other 
general cleaning. Rotation of cleaning 
teams is once every two or three months. 
About 1-1/2 hours each turn. 

KITCHEN MINISTRY. Ensure that the 
Haran Hall kitchen and pantry are 
stocked with supplies for various events 
and kept clean and orderly. 

OLOP BOARD. At least two board 
positions will be vacated next June, 
President and Secretary. Without board 
members, it will become increasingly 
difficult to maintain Our Lady of the 
Pines. 

PINE TIMES. Need a publisher; could use 
a reporter-at-large, columnist(s), and 
occasional photographer. You may be 
reading the last edition of the Pine 
Times. 
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OLOP MEETINGS 
Our Lady Of the Pines Society meets on the 
first Wednesday of every month, following the 
11:30 AM Mass. All parishioners of OLOP are 
members of the Society. There are no dues. 
Join us as we continue to plan fun events at 
Our Lady of the Pines and see to the upkeep of 
our mission church. All are welcome! 

OLOP SOCIETY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 President: Kevin Darr 
 1st Vice President: Ron Burns 
 2nd Vice President: Barbara Garcia 
 Secretary: Terri Darr 
 Treasurer: Gary Sims 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
If you need an announcement placed in the 
parish bulletin or a name placed on the parish 
prayer list, please contact the Bulletin Editor 
at the Parish Center, at 209-223-2970 or 
bulletin@amadorcatholic.com. Deadline is 
Tuesday for the following weekend’s bulletin. 

PARISH WEBSITE 
amadorcatholic.com 

webmaster@amadorcatholic.com 

PINE TIMES STAFF 
Ray Waugh, Publisher 
ray_waugh@juno.com or 209-295-1217 
Connie Wright, Production Editor 
cnwright@att.net or 209-223-9525 
Submit comments, compliments, questions, or 
articles to Ray Waugh, Publisher. Material 
submitted via email is very much  appreciated. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

Our local chapter of the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society continues to fulfill its mission of 
helping the poor. Your Beggar’s Sunday 
donations are most appreciated! If you 
haven’t already, consider donating via the 
parish’s Electronic Giving or Text2Give 
programs. Visit our website for more infor-
mation. 

NOVEMBER IS THE MONTH OF PRAYING FOR THE DEAD 
Scott P. Richert, learnreligions.com 

As the weather grows colder and the leaves 
fall, and Thanksgiving and Christmas 
approach, it is natural for many of us to 
think about the people we've loved who are 
no longer with us. 

For the Catholic Church, November begins 
with All Saints Day and All Souls Day, as the 
Month of the Holy Souls in Purgatory. 

Perhaps no Catholic doctrine has been more 
misunderstood by Catholics themselves than the doctrine of Purgatory. Conse-
quently, some tend to downplay it, even seem a little embarrassed by it. But 
according to Catholic theology, it is the Holy Souls who suffer because of the 
living’s discomfort with the doctrine. 

Purgatory is not, as many people think, one last trial. Catholics believe that all of 
those who make it to Purgatory will one day be in Heaven. Purgatory is where 
those who have died in grace, but who have not fully atoned for the temporal 
punishments resulting from their sins, go to finish their atonement before 
entering Heaven. A soul in Purgatory may suffer, but they have the assurance that 
they will ultimately enter Heaven when their punishment is complete. Catholics 
believe Purgatory is an expression of God’s love, His desire to cleanse human 
souls of all that might keep them from experiencing the fullness of joy in Heaven. 

Christians believe that they don’t travel through this world alone. Their salvation 
is wrapped up with the salvation of others, and charity requires them to go to 
their aid. The same is true of the Holy Souls. In their time in Purgatory, they can 
pray for the living, and the living should pray for the faithful departed that they 
may be freed from the punishment for their sins and enter into Heaven. 

Catholics should pray for the dead throughout the year, especially on the anniver-
sary of their death. In this Month of the Holy Souls, daily prayers should be said 
for the dead. Those that wish to participate should start with those closest to 
them—like their mother and father, for instance—but they should also offer 
prayers for all the souls, and especially for those most forsaken. 

Christians believe that the Holy Souls for whom they pray will continue to pray 
for them after they have been released from Purgatory. Followers of the faith 
believe that they, too, will likely find themselves in Purgatory someday and that 
their acts of charity toward the Holy Souls there now will ensure that they 
remember them before the throne of God when they are most in need of prayers. 
It’s a comforting thought for many, and one that encourages many Catholics, 
especially during the month of November, to offer their prayers for the Holy 
Souls. 

A thousand times in history 

a baby has become a king. 

But only once in history 
did a king become a baby. 

God of Consolation, 

We remember those who died. 

For those who passed away quietly, we 
ask for a joyful passage into your 
spacious heart. 

For those who suffered great pain, we 
ask for respite and the comfort of your 

compassionate embrace. 

For those who died too soon, in sudden 
and unexpected ways, we ask for peace 
and surrender into your loving care. 

Grant all of those who have died the 
grace of your eternal light and life. 

Amen. 

A PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 


